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| N the minds of the average & 


Women’s International Leaguer. 
Elsie Picon is just a name. Be- 
cause I, as an average Leaguer 
am given to conjuring up men- 
tal images with names, I was 
fully prepared to find the pos- 
sessor of such a name to be olive 
skinned and dark eyed, and 
while I didn’t exactly look for 
a rose clinched between flashing 
teeth, | admit I expected a high 
spirited brunette with a goodly 
dose of ‘Latin’ evident. It 
was a bewildering experience 
to come face to face with Elsie 
Picon, not only because my 
beautiful mental image was 
shattered forthwith, but because 
the reality far surpassed it. 
One looks into friendly gray 
eyes of amazing clarity in a 
face of almost cameo perfection. 
and with a shock one realizes 
that the president of the League 
is a truly beautiful woman. 

Undoubtedly this is one of 
Elsie Picon’s greatest assets, 
but it would be doing her and 
the League a grave injustice to 
assume that on that quality 
alone, she has reached the position of 
eminence she now holds in the League. 

Perhaps it was the timeliness of the 
League’s position on Universal Disarm- 
ament, a priority in our program 
since January, 1950, which gave 
Mrs. Picon an opportunity to demon- 
strate the strength of her pulling-power, 
by concentrating on that one aspect of 
the work for peace. Surely the wisdom 
of disarmament in a world geared for 
conflict would require a bit of “selling”. 
To the man-on-the-street it is an indulg- 
ence in wishful thinking without the 
least propensity for practical applica- 
tion Educating the grass roots away 
from their acquired attitude of let-well- 
enough-alone - it-will-all-work-out-some- 
how-in-the-end is a Herculean undertak- 
ing. Yet that is exactly what Elsie Picon 
set out to do. 

In speaking with her, I learned that 
since she accepted the position as Na- 
tional President of the WIL in October. 
1950, she has had two or three speaking 
engagements a month. (By quick arith- 
metic I figured that to be at least 50). 
and in the majority of cases before 
an audience totally unprepared for the 
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stand she was about to take. When Mrs. 
Picon told me of the panel she was 
representatives of the World Affairs 
Council were interviewed, I sensed 
on in Cleveland last November, where 
that here was a situation which required 
skillful handling. She was warned that 
the Council did not take sides on any is- 
sues. Despite the moderator’s caution, “I 
pulled no punches” she said, “and found 
an overwhelmingly warm response from 
the representatives.” That was an un- 
derstatement. It had so impressed the 
men from the Council that they were 
moved to ask for all the material on 
Universal Disarmament and Technical 
Aid that she could offer them, and they 
declared their intention to devote the 
month of January to its discussion. 

“Even though World Disarmament 
has recently been discussed in high 
places., the cold reality of the arm- 
aments race, military alliances, and 
terms of destruction. 

“In every Pittsburgh group to which 
I spoke: The League of Women Voters. 
Business and Professional Women, and 


World by Magellan.” 
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the YWCA, I found the members at first 
hesitant about speaking out, then in 
earnest accord with my views. Several 
said, ‘This is the business of women’. 
The ray of hope in the common-sense 
approach of working for constructive 
ends manifests itself constantly,” says 
Mrs. Picon. 

When Elsie Picon read the resolutions 
on Universal Disarmament and Techni- 
cal Assistance passed by the Inter- 
American Congress of Women, the 
YWCA group spontaneously cheered. 
She left Pittsburgh with a small nucleus 
of citizens meeting that night to form 
the statement of purpose for a larger 
Citizen’s Committee on World Disarm- 
ament and Reconstruction. 

“As a member of the Camps-Farthest- 
Out, under Glenn Clark and Frank 
Laubach, I was asked to speak in Cleve- 
land to the United Prayer Group of 
Ohio. | had 25 minutes to talk, and 
believe me.” said Mrs. Picon, “I talked 
fast... about the WIL, about the 
Congress in Mexico which pointed up 
the whole matter of Disarmament and 
Technical Assistance, and about the 
WIL program of establishing Citizen’s 
Committees in the U.S. to spark a 
grass roots movement.” 

Present at this talk was Louise Eggle- 
ston, leader of Camps-Farthest-Out, who 
asked Mrs. Picon to go to Koinonia, 
their Foundation near Baltimore to 
address a conference, and to tell exactly 
the same thing. An official invitation 
from Frank Laubach, director of the 
UN Literacy Division, followed. 

At the conference, December 7 and 8, 
were present men from the State De- 
partment, TCA, ECA, UN Literacy Com- 
mittee, Christian Layman’s Movement 
in America, World Bank, Reader’s Di- 
gest. Stringfellow Barr, author of “Let’s 
Join the Human Race” was there, as 
was Weltley Honsinger Fisher and John 
Peters, former minister and teacher 
from Oklahoma City, who severed all 
ties to work with Mr. Laubach on Tech- 
nical Assistance. There were men from 
“big business” and Secretary of the 
American Board of Foreign Missions. 
Elsie Picon was the only person repre- 
senting women’s organizations and the 
only one who had a plan already in 
action for educating American com- 
munities—the WIL plan. 

Many people who know Elsie Picon 
well, know of her enormous interest in 
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Latin America and of her splendid work 
as Inter-American Chairman of the U. 
S. Section of the Wik for uine years. 
She had seen the WIL in action in 
Peru and admired their simple, direct 
and intelligent approach to extending 
democracy and raising living standards 
in Latin America. When she returned 
from the Eighth Pan-American Confer- 
ence in Lima, in 1939, she began de- 
voting her life to educating North 
Americans about South and Central 
Americans. She established Pan-Ameri- 
can Leagues, gave hundreds of talks, 
wrote about them, was field secretary 
to Nelson Rocketeller, then co-ordinator 
of Latin-American Affairs. Her special 
interest was the political and economic 
aspects of ihe work. “This,” says Lisie 
Picon, “i owe io the WIL, and working 
with Heloise Brainerd. She made the 
policies and 1 put them into action in 
the WIL.” 

Typical oi the inspired energy oi 
this remarkable woman is the faci ihat 
she kept up the WIL work ai the same 
time she was doing the oiler. As @ 
delegate irom the Womens internativual 
League, she atiended the first inter- 
American Congress in Guatemala in 
1947, and the Second in Mexico in i9ol. 

Before we go on to the Second Inier- 
national Congress, we cannot ignore the 
personal responsibility Mrs. Picon took 
upon herseli in heiping the Mexican 
migrant workers in Michigan, or the 
fact that through her elioris aione many 
Latin American students have come to 
the United Staies on scholarships she 
helped raise trom organizations and 
clubs. Nor can we ignore the tremen- 
dous value her seliless interest in better- 
ing the economic conditions of Latin 
America is to the League. ‘Lhere are 
countless stories of her finding new 
members through mutual interests. In 
an interview with Professor Robert 
Matthews, of the Ohio University Law 
School, it was their mutual concern 
over the terrible conditions existing 
in Bolivian Mines which caused him 
to change his cautious approach to the 
subject they were discussing: The Need 
for City Committees on Universal Dis- 
armament and Technical Assistance, to 
one of vigorous support. Mrs. Matthews 
became interested in the WIL and the 
nucleus of a new branch is forming in 
Columbus, Ohio. 

Last October a triumph was scored 
for the United States delegates to the 
Inter-American Congress. Elsie Picon 
was one of four. The story can only be 
hinted at here, worthy though it is of 
greater space. In the opening days of 
the Congress, there was suspicion of the 
motives of the delegates on the part of 


a group of Communist women, and con- 
{usion and discord resulted. Emotions 
ran high and little was accomplished 
ior three days. 

“Tt was in my Commission, ‘War and 
Peace and Human Rights’ that | and 
two others from the WIL worked to 
raise the level of thinking by urging the 
30 there to make use of the non-violent 
and pacifist techniques we were advo- 
cating. It was a source of great sur- 
prise to the women of South America 
that encouragement to make resolutions 
on Universal Disarmament and Techni- 
cal Assistance should come from the 
delegates of the United States.” When 
the Commission’s resolutions were read 
to the plenary session of 200 for their 
approval, the whole session rose as one 
and acclaimed the U. S. delegation. 
When abuses to the Mexican migrant 
workers in this country were being dis- 
cussed, Elsie Picon was able to recount 
what she herself had done to provide 
better living conditions for the Mexican 
workers, how she had gone to court to 
help fight their cases, and what other 
WIL women had done. The Mexican 
women were deeply touched. And here 
(1 thought editorially) was a classic 
example of Lincoln’s theory that the 
best way to destroy your enemies is to 
make them your friends. 

Space does not permit a detailed ac- 
count of the fine “week of results”. 
Suffice it to say that the suspicion and 
distrust with which the sessions began 
were dispelled, and warmth, enthusiasm 
and a convincing spirit of friendship 
and mutual respect were created in their 
stead. “I had constantly reiterated,” 
explained Mrs. Picon, “that we were not 
thinking in terms of boundaries, but as 
women of the hemisphere, working 
through the United Nations.” 

It is tempting to dwell on whether 
Elsie Picon’s interest in Latin America 
began when she met Josue Picon of 
Peru (now Mechanical Engineer and 
Cirief Draftsman of the Patent Section of 
General Motors) when they were both 
students at the University of Michigan, 
or whether her interest in Mr. Picon 
stemmed from her fondness for people 
of other nationalities. The year she 
took over the National Presidency she 
reluctantly gave up her teaching of 
English to a group of foreigners, mostly 
displaced persons, in an evening school 
in Detroit. I am sure that the secret 
of her success in ‘dealing with people 
of foreign birth is that she is so genuine. 
Her approach is absolutely free from 
the subtle condescension which so often 
colors the intercourse of less sensitive 
Americans. There is in Elsie Picon that 
missionary spirit of one who so loves 
the United States that she takes it upon 
herself to represent it at its top-notch 
best to newcomers who cross her path. 
To Elsie Picon, foreigners on our soil, 
of whatever station, are our honored 
guests. 

What happier combination of qual- 
ities can an organization whose goal 
is international peace look for than 
this? And by what astonishing mir- 
ale has the Women’s International 
League found them? Is it anv wonder 
that the Michigan Branch, of which 
‘Isie Picon was president, is one of the 
most vigorous and enterprising in the 
United States? 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPT 


INDO-CHINA 

The National Board of the Women’s 
international League for Peace and 
Freedom, meeting in Baltimore on Feb- 
ruary | and 2, 1952, reaffirming its be- 
lief in the principle of self-determination 
of people and its opposition to colonial- 
ism and to the military solutions of 
world problems, 


URGES 

(1) that the United States not commit 
itself to further military support to 
France in Indo-China; 

(2) that the United States use its posi- 
tion and prestige to bring the 
Franco-Indo-Chinese war before 
the United Nations for a settlement: 

(3) that the United States offer a bold 
program of economic aid to the 
whole of Indo-China. including the 
present Viet-Minh areas to be ad- 
ministered through the United 
Nations. 

To: The President of the United States. 
the Department of State. Chairmen 
of the Senate and House Foreign 
Affairs Committees. 


* * * 


iLORIDA BOMBINGS 

In view of the fact that a month has 
elapsed since the murder of Harry 
Moore in Mims, Florida, without the 
apprehension of the culprits; and 

In view of the fact that there have 
been other sporadic bombings and at- 
tempts at bombing in Florida on an 
apparent racial and religious bias; 

We of the National Board of the 
Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom. meeting in Balti- 
more, Md.. February 1 and 2. 1952. 
dissatisfied with the lack of effective 
action, 

Urge you to put forth a more vigor- 
ous. concerted effort to apprehend and 
punish the persons responsible for the 
murders committed. 

To: Howard McGrath, Attorney Gen. 
Copy to: Fuller Warren, Gov. of Florida 
Copy to: President Truman 

* * 


FORD THEATRE 
The Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom has for thirty- 


Conscientious ¢ 


Justice Douglas in a recent article in 
the N. Y. Times Magazine on “The 
Black Silence of Fear”. had this to say: 
“There is an ominous trend in_ this 
nation. We are developing tolerance 
for only the orthodox view on world 
affairs. Orthodoxy was always the 
stronghold of the status-quo, the enemy 
of new ideas at least new ideas 
that were disturbing. The democratic 
way of life rejects standardized thought 
ina ee encourages constant search for 
truth at the periphery of knowledge.” 


For significant high lights of the recently en 
Assembly in Paris, see Gladys Walser’s review 
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DOPTED IN BALTIMORE 


irty- 


six years concerned itself with basic 
human freedoms. 

We are therelore gratified to learn 
that your appointment of a Commission 
on Human Relations and your own 
statement in regard to the practice of 
segregation of Negroes in the Ford 
Theatre of Baltimore have led to the 
discontinuance of that policy. 

We, the National Board of the Wo- 
men’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom, meeting in Baltimore, 
Md., on February 1 and 2, 1952, com- 
mend you for your action. 

Aware that courage is often needed by 
those holding offices of trust and_re- 
sponsibility for the common good of 
citizens. we believe that your action 
will be an incentive for further progress 
in improving the cultural and economic 
opportunities of the colored residents— 
not only of Baltimore, but of other 
jlaces as well. 


‘To: Governor Theodore McKeldin 
of Maryland. 


SEGREGATION IN SOUTH AFRICA 

Reaffirming its policy of opposing 
segregation of peoples in all forms, the 
National Board of the Women’s Inter- 
national League for Peace and Freedom. 
meeting on February 1 and 2, 1952, in 
Baltimore. Md., wishes to express its 
concern over the total or partial Apart- 
heid (separation of black and white) 
existing in the Union of South Africa. 


Believing as we do that the system 
of Trusteeship will serve more effective- 
ly to insure the rights of native peoples. 
and eventually their self-government. 
we deplore the recent abstention of the 
United States delegation on the vote 
for putting Southwest-Africa under the 
Trusteeship Council of the United Na- 
lions and urge that the United States 
hereafter support its traditional policy 
of freedom of peoples. which can only 
he gained for colonial peoples by the 
principle of trusteeship. 


To: President Truman 
The U. S. Delegate to the General 
Assembly of the United Nations 
The Department of State. 
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The Committee for Conscientious Oh- 
jectors whose offices are at 2006 Walnut 
Street. Philadelphia. encourages the 
non-conformist in his right to differ. 
The CCO attempts to see that every 
conscientious objector facing prosecu- 
tion is represented by an attorney of his 
choice in the United States District 
Court. The price these boys pay for 
not conforming is greater than most of 
us are willing to pay. But most of us 
can help with financial support. 


recently ended 6th Session of the UN General 
ser’s review in the next issue of FOUR LIGHTS. 


Special Committee News 


The following community activity has 

been initiated by the Special Committee 

for World Reconstruction and Worl: 
Disarmament 

1. Detroit Citizen’s Committee for 
Reconstruction and Disarmamerit. 
Dr. Paul Morrison, Triaity Meth- 

odist Church, Chairman. 

Albert Rosenberg, Executive Direc- 
tor, Detroit Council of Social 
Agencies, Secretary. 

This committee, comprised of about 
50 leaders from church, civic and labor 
organizations, sponsored a workshop 
and public meeting on “Guideposts to 
Peace” with an attendance of 1.000, dis- 
tributed 4,000 copies of “Let’s Join the 
Human Race”, organized five study 
groups on the American Friends “Steps 
to Peace”, held simultaneously through- 
out the city, and organized a “Wheat 
for India” campaign. 

2. Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

Initiated by the Committee for 

World Reconstruction and World 

Disarmament. 

A public forum, “What Prospects for 
Peace”. held through the joint sponsor- 
ship of the Peace Committee of the Ann 
Arbor Council of Churches, the Ann 
Arbor Friends Meeting, the Student Re- 
ligious Association of the University of 
Michigan, and the Women’s Interna- 
tional League for Peace and Freedom. 

The program included a discussion 
of “The Nehru Proposals”, by Dr. B. 
Rajan, advisor to the India delegation 
to the United Nations; “The Steps to 
Peace”, Dr. William Rhoads Murphy, 
American Friends, Director Far Eastern 
Studies, Ohio State University; “The 
Reuther Plan”, Brenden Sexton, Educa- 
tion Department of the UAW-CIO. 

3. The Philadelphia Joint Forum. 
Committee comprised of church and 
civic leaders, sponsored two large 
public forums attracting capacity 
crowds to the Academy of Music. 

Speakers included Sir Benegal N. 
Rau, Roy Reuther. Clarence Pickett, 
Senator Ralph Flanders, Dr. Mordecai 
Johnson. Rev. Henry Hitt Crane and 
Dr. Stringfellow Barr. 

4. Denver, Colorado. 

A public meeting, initiated by the 
Committee for World Reconstruction 
and World Disarmament, was hurriedly 
arranged through the interest of church 
leaders and the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom, to take 
advantage of an open date in Dr. String- 
fellow Barr’s schedule. Original inter- 
ested leaders are expanding the com- 
mittee. and further plans are under way, 
with Mrs. Mabel Mullett, President of 
the Denver WIL. and Dr. Paul Roberts. 
Dean of the Episcopal Cathedral, di- 
recting. 

5. Baltimore. 

A planning meeting was held January 
7 to set up workshop and discussion 
meeting for February 25 on the subject 
“The Only War We Seek”. Represent- 
ative leaders from WIL. Council of 
Churches. League of Women’s Clubs, 
League of Women Voters, Methodist 
Church. Koinonia Foundation, and 
Y.W.C.A. participating. It is expected 
that a large community committee, 
which will do a continuing job of edu- 

(cont. p. 4, col. 1) 


"What Can We Do?" 

Hartford, Conn., Branch .. . 

Adelaide Baker is furthering WIL 
objectives through her contacts with the 
Parent-Teachers Association of Conn., 
of which she is International Relations 
Chairman. Excerpts from her January, 
1952, bulletin to all Connecticut PTA’s: 


In What Ways Have You Made 
World Understanding Part of 
Your PTA Year? 

Have you had meetings or study groups 
to throw light on the work of the 

United Nations? .. . 

Have you brought into contact with 
your school or PTA people from some 
of these countries—as guest, ex- 
change teachers, visitors? . . . 

Have you found ways to “further the 
diligent pursuit of peace” as urged in 
the Legislative program of the Nation- 
al Congress of Parents and Teachers? 

Have you expressed your support of the 
UN efforts to achieve universal dis- 
armament as resolved in the Conn. 
Annual Convention of 1951? 

Your International Relations Com- 
mittee has collected information and 
suggestions to help you in all these 
avenues to World Understanding. 


Bergen County, N. J., Branch . . . 
initiated and carried forward a pro- 
ject involving extensive repairs to the 
interior of a substandard house occupied 
by a family with 6 children, securing 
(cont. p. 4, col. 2) 


Let Us Speak Softly 

What is this talk of justice? 

Why these prayers? 

Only the innocent dare ask for justice. 

Let us walk humbly before the Judge 

Lest our hands be found unclean 

And our hearts betray complacency. 

And who shall defend us? 

Shall the Amer-Indian speak for us? 
The Jew? 

Shall the Negro, and the Nisei 
plead our case? 

And whom shall the impartial jury be? 

Shall the toil-weary farmer demand 
justice for the gambler, 

Or the drudge for the rich man’s 
idle wife? 

Shall our children ask that justice be 
given 

For this ravaged heritage we’ve left 
for them to carry on; 

Or the ghosts of our dead sons, whose 
blood we bartered for a false 
security ? 

Let us speak softly of justice, brothers, 

Let us tread lightly upon her indurate 
ground, 

Lest we be drowned in the high tide 
of our own offenses 

Perhaps it is mercy we should ask for: 

And grace—if there be grace 

For those of us who have. desecrated 
the gift of beauty 

And denied the gift of love 

And turned the gift of power. which 
might have lifted us a little nearer 
heaven, 

Into a hideous vehicle of hell. 

What is this talk of justice? 

Why these prayers? 

O, my brothers—it is mercy we should 

ask for! 

—HEen Drusitta BELL 


en’s 
and 
‘eb- 
be- 
tion ; 
vial- 

of 
mit 
t to ‘ - 
osi- 
the 
fore 
ant: 
the 
the 
ad- 
ited 
ites. 
nen 
‘ign * * 
has 
the 
ave 
at- 
an 
the 
for 
alti- 
tive 
and 
the 
rida 
emy 
deas 
ratic 
ught 
for 
ge.” 


Special Committee News 
(cont. from p. 3) 
cation in the areas of world reconstruc- 
tion and world disarmament will emerge 
from the workshop meeting. 
6. Pittsburgh. 

A committee has been formed to de- 
velop broad community interest in a 
forum to bring speakers on disarmament 
and world economic development, Mr. 
John Weaver, director. A planning 
committee of civic leaders will meet 
February 14. 

Similar community projects are under 
way in Cleveland: Mrs. Margaret Fran- 
cis, director; Hartford: Mrs. ‘I, Gurney, 
director; and a start has been made in 
Columbus, Providence and Chapel Hill. 
' With the exception of Philadelphia, 
the formation of committees, organiza- 
tion of forums, meetings, study groups, 
workshops, etc., followed a field trip 
visit by a representative of the Commit- 
tee for World Reconstruction and World 
Disarmament. 

Present plans include a field trip, 
February 9 to March 21, for Mrs. Elsie 
Picon, who was instrumental in organ- 
izing the Detroit Committee. Itinerary 
includes Jamestown, N. D.; Seattle, 
Wash.; Portland, Ore.; Denver, Colo.; 
and seven cities in California. Sched- 
uling to date indicates wide interest. 


Welcome To Pittsburgh ! 

The Pittsburgh Branch WIL is de- 
lighted to welcome you to our city and 
to the campus of the Pittsburgh College 
for Women, for the annual meeting, 
June 17-21, inclusive. 

The campus and surroundings are 
beautiful, the expense reasonable, and 
the program will be the best that all of 
us working together can make it. 

The price, including board and room, 
registration fee and admission to the 
public meeting, will be $22.00. (This 
includes room for the 16th, and we 
hope that many of you will want to 
check in that evening.) 

Needless to say, we would like your 
reservations at least a week in advance, 
accompanied by your check for $2.00, 
which we would like to consider a gift 
to WIL if you find you cannot come. 
May we? 

For further information, please write 
to Hannah Barshak, 2006 Walnut St., 
Philadelphia 3, Pa., or to me. 

Cordially yours, 
Bess DALEY, 
Mrs. H. S. Daley, 
1520 Murray Ave. 
Pittsburgh 17, Pa. 


THE WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL 
LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND 
FREEDOM 
National Administrative Office 
2006 Walnut St., Phila. 3, Pa. 

PLEASE ENROLL ME AS A MEMBER: 


International Associate Dues (includes 
Intern’t’l, National, State) $8.00 $...... 

National and State Dues only, $3.00 §...... 

Special Student Dues, $.50 

Contribution 

Maxe Cnecxs PAYABLE TO 
Women’s INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE 
and send to Loeal Branch Treasurer or to 
National Office 


the cooperation of the local newspaper, 
various community social agencies and 
many individuals. UMT literature has 
been distributed in Sunday Schools, 
also platter recordings on UMT put out 
by the American Friends Service Com- 
mittee. They have sent innumerable 
letters and resolutions to Congressional 
leaders on this and other issues, and 
have made personal visits to their Con- 
gressmen. 

Providence, R. |., Branch... 

held a large meeting at Brown Uni- 
versity in November, featuring Gladys 
Walser. Registered strong protest with 
the R. I. General Assembly and the 
Board of Education when the principal 
of a local high school banned the UNE 
SCO club at his school because of what 
he called “atheistic, communistic influ- 
ences within UNESCO”.  Coop- 
erating with the NAACP, is urging Fed- 
eral investigation of the new ware of 
terrorism in Florida. Has devised a 
technique at regular meetings of having 
a 2-minute talk by each member on the 
subject being studied, thus insuring 
participation by all. 

Chapel Hill, N. C., Branch... 

sent the following letter to about 100 
people and to several newspapers, en- 
closing October FOUR LIGHTS with 
Annalee Stewart’s article on UMT: 

January 3, 1952 
Dear Friend: 

Universal Military Training is not an 
actuality as yet. You still have an 
opportunity to epress your opinion on 
this issue, which involves a vitally basic 
change in our way of life. Universal 
Military Training is not a temporary 
measure. 

We urge you to read carefully the 
enclosed article in the Bulletin of the 
WILPF. and then register your opinion 
at once with your congressman. This 
issue is so important that we feel you 
should bring it to the attention of any 
organization with which you are affli- 
ated. Discuss it with your pastor, your 
neighbors, your colleagues, your friends. 

Your influence on Congress at this 
time will decide whether or not the 
United States will be saddled with per- 
manent conscription. 

Sincerely yours, 
MARYELLEN Bowers, President 
MARJORIE CAMPBELL, Secretary 


Send Petitions Now! 


Petitions for nominating candidates 
for National Board elections are now 
in the hands of Branch Chairmen. 
Others may get them from the Phila- 
delphia office. Remember that any ten 
members may nominate a candidate. 
Also note that the candidate must give 
her consent and be willing to plan to 
attend Board Meetings (two or three 
per year). The deadline for receipt at 
the Philadelphia office of signed peti- 
tions with a biographical sketch of the 
candidate is APRIL FIRST. Send com- 
pleted petitions now, the sooner the 
better. Ask qualified members to be 
candidates for an elective position (two 
year term) on National Board, even 
though they hold an appointed position 
(one year term) at the present Board. 

WoopruFr, Chairman 
Nominating Committee 


Literature Corner 

The Committee for World Disarm- 

ament and World Reconstruction of the 

WILPF has put out the following new 

literature: 

Did You Know? No. 4: 
“World Economic Aid Through the 
UN Could Be An Investment in 
Democracy?” 

Did You Know? No. 5: 
“World Prosperity Depends on World 
Disarmament?” The price of these 
leaflets are 3 for 5c, 100 for $1.25, 
and 1000 for $10.00. 

A Time For Greatness: 
by Morris H. Rubin, of the “Progres- 
sive”, has been reprinted by the 
Committee because of its excellent 
study of American Foreign Policy. 
10c each. 

Plans for Economic Development and 

Technical Assistance 

World Disarmament Plans: 
These two mimeographed books were 
prepared by Gladys Walser for the 
Committee. They present a complete 
survey of the past, present and prob- 
able future of these problems. The 
cost is $1.00 a book, and the pur- 
chaser will receive further informa- 


tion as the situation develops. 
WILPF National Literature Office 


presents: 
Operation High School: 
a 6-sided leaflet. giving the truth he- 
hind the use of UMT films in ovr 


schools and what we can do about it. 


4 for 5c. 


Mark Twain On War Shouters 

. . The loud little handful—as usual 
—will shout for the war. The pulpit 
will—warily and cautiously—object—at 
first, the great dull bulk of the nation 
will rub its sleepy eyes and try to make 
out why there should be a war and 
will say earnestly and indignantly. “It 
is unjust and dishonorable and there is 
no necessity for it.” 

Then the handful will shout louder. 
A few fair men on the other side will 
argue and reason against the war with 
speech and pen, and at first will have 
a hearing and be applauded; but it will 
not last long; those others will outshout 
them, and presently the anti-war audi- 
ences will thin out and lose popularity. 

Before long you will see this curious 
thing: the speakers stoned from the plat- 
form and free speech strangled by 
hordes of furious men who in their 
secret hearts are still at one with these 
stoned speakers—as earlier—but do not 
dare to say so. 

And now the whole nation—pulpit 
and all—wil! take up the war-cry and 
shout itself hoarse, and mob any honest 
man who ventures to open his mouth: 
and presently such mouths will cease to 
open. Next the statesmen will invent 
cheap lies. putting the blame upon the 
nation that is attacked, and every man 
will be glad of those conscience-soothing 
falsities, and will diligently study them 
and refuse to examine any refutations 
of them: and thus he will by and by 
convince himself that the war is just 
and will thank God for the better sleep 
he enjoys after this process of grotesque 
self-deception. 

—From “The Mysterious Stranger” 
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